
 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 
 John 14: 15-21 
Jesus said to his disciples: “ If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows him.  But you know 
him, because he remains with you, and will be in you. 
I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 
me, but you will see me because I live in you and you will live.  On that day you will realize 
that I am the Father and you are in me and I am in you.   
Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who love me.  And 
whoever loves me will be loved by the Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him.” 
 
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
 
This Gospel reading is a continuation of what seems to be Jesus’ “Farewell address to the 
troops”.  He is reassuring them that even as His physical body will be gone from their sight 
they will still be led by another Advocate from the Father.  Over and over he refers to His 
and the Father’s love for us, as long as we follow the commandments.  
  

1. When you were left alone at home did you always follow your parents rules?  Did 
you ever break those rules and end up in trouble?  Can you share that story?        
Did your parents stop loving you? 

2. How can we show God’s love that lives within us?  
3. In what ways do you see that “The world cannot accept the Spirit of truth”? Can you 

share one example of this in today’s world? 
  
 

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it 
was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


